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Jan, 22. 1957

President Dwight Eisenhower,
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Bisenhower:

A community of nearly sixty men, women and children is faeing annihilation
uless quick, decisive action is taken by someone in authority. I am therefore
appealing to you as a last resort, with the hope and prayer that you night find some
course of action before it is too late,

Lot me ap rise you of the facts:

We are a religious grow made up of citizens from various parts of the Union
who have come together out of a desire to dedicate owrselves conpletely to the way
of love as taught by Jesus Clwriste DBegun in 1942, the comunity now owns 1100 acres
of land in Sumter County, Georgiae We make our living by farming, having no
comection with any outside agencye We have sought to live simply and humbly,
and in a law-abiding mamer,

hmmhmmmwmmofm color or race, At present
there are sbout 15 Negroes and L5 white people in the group.

Until the Supreme Court's decision on sosegregation of schools, and the subse-
quent rise of the White Citisens' Councils, we were not molested, 8ince then our
life together has become inereasingly difficult and our verye xistence more precarious.

Every known messure of legal and economic pressure has been directed against ug,
Ginners wo:ld not gin our cotton; buyers would not buy our peanuts; all of cur farm
products have been boycotted and dealers will not sell us seed, feed and fertdilizer,
w,wWMwmmm,mimumwmwwm-m
of this county (and that incluies us) notified us to neither buy nor sell there
any maree Just to catalog the discriminations would require mich time and saces

Mringthomstskmtm,ammlyinmpanfww, many acts of
viclence have taken place, h&mapiﬂﬂnafindintommdsﬁemket. In
July, the market was dynamited, No cne was injured, but the damage amounted to about
$3,000¢ In November it was fired into with several rounds of buckshot, which destroyed
a refrigerated meat case valued at over $300, On Jamuary 15 it was broken into and
mmmumtmmmmmgmmmm-mmaeammby
the explosion and resulting fire, with a loss of $7,000, (Insurance companies had
previously cancelled all insurance, and it has become impossible for us to obtain any., )
hmu-mummxmaintothonmity&mmapmmgmthmm.
Four steel-jacketed bullets destroyed our electric gasoline pump, and others riddled
thndgnatthomtomdriw. A few nights ago one of owr dwellings was
bmud,uﬂontho“mtamishburhium,mohahnnrrhndly'uthu.
fmmm“nmammmthmmmmmvumm,
feed and fertiliser, Mymdimmtintmtobeuﬂnguhhdwmm
barn went wp in flames, Mtbmmmm;ndahbwluthiabam,
together with tractors, combines, ete., valued at $30,000,

mdmmgampmm. They have been in newspapers and
magasinese In every instance we have notified the local law enforcement of ficerse
w.mmtnmutwuwhmwtuamm-tuomnmmcmut. The
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Episcopal Bishop of the Georgia Diocese has approached Senator Talmadge. The local
Ministerial Association has issued a public statement condemning these acts of
violence and calling upon the authorities to end this lawlessnesse

Nothing has been dones CGroups of 10 to 12 cars are forming and riding at
nighte We have been told that the end is neare

We shall not run, for this is Americaes It is a land where free men have the
righte—and the duty—to walk erect and without fear in their pursuit of peace and
happinesse Should this freedom perish f rom our land, we would prefer to be deads
We gladly offer our lives for its preservation,

Yours very sincerely,

Clarence L, Jordan

Pe S, Should you wish more details, you may contact Dr, Clarence W. Cranford,

pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, D, C., who is well acquainted with the
situation. We are also well knowa to Dr. Edward He Pruden, pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Washingtone



